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Before he became a household name in America as perhaps our greatest hard-boiled crime writer, before his
attachment to Lillian Hellman and blacklisting during the McCarthy era, and his subsequent downward
spiral, Dashiell Hammett led a life of action. Born in 1894 into a poor Maryland family, Hammett left school
at fourteen and held several jobs before joining the Pinkerton National Detective Agency as an operative in
1915 and, with time off in 1918 to serve at the end of World War I, he remained with the agency until 1922,
participating alike in the banal and dramatic action of an operative. The tuberculosis he contracted during the
war forced him to leave the Pinkertons--but it may well have prompted one of America's most acclaimed
writing careers.

While Hammett's life on center stage has been well-documented, the question of how he got there has not.
That largely overlooked phase is the subject of Nathan Ward's enthralling The Lost Detective. Hammett's
childhood, his life in San Francisco, and especially his experience as a detective deeply informed his writing
and his characters, from the nameless Continental Op, hero of his stories and early novels, to Sam Spade and
Nick Charles. The success of his many stories in the pulp magazine Black Mask following his departure from
the Pinkertons led him to novels; he would write five between 1929 and 1934, two of them (The Maltese
Falcon and The Thin Man) now American classics. Though he inspired generations of writers, from
Chandler to Connelly and all in between, after The Thin Man he never finished another book, a painful
silence for his devoted readers; and his popular image has long been shaped by the remembrance of Hellman,
who knew him after his literary reputation had been made. Based on original research across the country, The
Lost Detective is the first book to illuminate Hammett's transformation from real detective to great American
detective writer, throwing brilliant new light on one of America's most celebrated and remembered novelists
and his world.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

This The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett without we realize teach the one who
examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Lost Detective:
Becoming Dashiell Hammett can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Lost Detective:
Becoming Dashiell Hammett having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Anthony Edwards:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett as the daily
resource information.

Kenneth Vargas:

The book The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.

Anita Sizemore:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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