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Although books on the comedies of the silent era abound, few have attempted to survey film comedy as a
whole—its history and evolution, how the philosophical visions of its greatest artists and directors have
shaped its traditions, and how these visions have informed both the meaning and manner of their work.

Blending information with interpretation, description with analysis, Mast traces the development of screen
comedy from the first crude efforts of Edison and Lumière to the subtlety and psychological complexity of
Annie Hall. As he guides the reader through detailed discussions of specific films, Mast reveals the
structures, the values, and the cinematic techniques which have appeared and reappeared in comic cinema.

The second edition of The Comic Mind treats the comic developments of the 1970s in terms of the traditions
of film comedy set forth in the first edition, including a discussion of the evolution of Jacques Tati and the
emergence of Mel Brooks and Woody Allen as the two greatest American comic stylists of the seventies.

"The most comprehensive study of film comedy yet written in English. . . .The book's extensive index with
references to companies from which 16mm prints of many of the cited films may be rented will be of great
value to the film teacher and audiovisual librarian."—Choice
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Ibarra:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Comic Mind. Try to face the book The Comic Mind
as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Jeffery Chavis:

This The Comic Mind book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Comic
Mind without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Comic Mind can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Comic Mind having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Angela Souther:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Comic Mind is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jesus Curry:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Comic Mind can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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