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This book explores the politics of race, censuses, and citizenship, drawing on the complex history of
questions about race in the U.S. and Brazilian censuses. It reconstructs the history of racial categorization in
American and Brazilian censuses from each country’s first census in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
up through the 2000 census. It sharply challenges certain presumptions that guide scholarly and popular
studies, notably that census bureaus are (or are designed to be) innocent bystanders in the arena of politics,
and that racial data are innocuous demographic data.

Using previously overlooked historical sources, the book demonstrates that counting by race has always been
a fundamentally political process, shaping in important ways the experiences and meanings of citizenship.
This counting has also helped to create and to further ideas about race itself. The author argues that far from
being mere producers of racial statistics, American and Brazilian censuses have been the ultimate insiders
with respect to racial politics.

For most of their histories, American and Brazilian censuses were tightly controlled by state officials, social
scientists, and politicians. Over the past thirty years in the United States and the past twenty years in Brazil,
however, certain groups within civil society have organized and lobbied to alter the methods of racial
categorization. This book analyzes both the attempt of America’s multiracial movement to have a multiracial
category added to the U.S. census and the attempt by Brazil’s black movement to include racial terminology
in census forms. Because of these efforts, census bureau officials in the United States and Brazil today work
within political and institutional constraints unknown to their predecessors. Categorization has become as
much a “bottom-up” process as a “top-down” one.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Shades of
Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have different opinion?

Sandra Bryson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics.

Guadalupe Marshall:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Shades of Citizenship: Race and
the Census in Modern Politics that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you may pick Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern
Politics become your own starter.

Drew Dube:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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