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Assessing rhetorical principles of contemporary health issues
 
Hypochondriacs are vulnerable to media hype, anorexics are susceptible to public scrutiny, and migraine
sufferers are tainted with the history of the “migraine personality,” maintains rhetorical theorist Judy Z.
Segal. All are influenced by the power of persuasion.
 
Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine explores persistent health conditions that resist conventional medical
solutions. Using a range of rhetorical principles, Segal analyzes how patients and their illnesses are formed
within the physician/patient relationship. The intractable problem of a patient’s rejection of a doctor’s
advice, says Segal, can be considered a rhetorical failure—a failure of persuasion.
 
Examining the discourse of medicine through case studies, applications, and analyses, Segal illustrates how
illnesses are described in ways that limit
patients’ choices and satisfaction. She also illuminates psychiatric conditions, infectious diseases, genetic
testing, and cosmetic surgeries through the lens of rhetorical theory.
 
Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine bridges critical analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay audiences.
Segal highlights the persuasive element in diagnosis, health policy, illness experience, and illness narratives.
She also addresses questions of direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, the role of health
information in creating the “worried well” and problems of trust and expertise in physician/patient
relationships. A useful resource for critical common sense in everyday life, the text provides an effective
examination of a society increasingly influenced by the rhetoric of health and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Perkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Eric Baur:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Edgar Villanueva:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Karen Bright:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short extra time problems.
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