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Since its founding in 1846 "for the increase and diffusion of knowledge," the Smithsonian Institution has
been an important feature of the American cultural landscape. In A Living Exhibition, William S. Walker
examines the tangled history of cultural exhibition at the Smithsonian from its early years to the chartering of
the National Museum of the American Indian in 1989. He tracks the transformation of the institution from its
original ideal as a "universal museum" intended to present the totality of human experience to the variegated
museum and research complex of today.

Walker pays particular attention to the half century following World War II, when the Smithsonian
significantly expanded. Focusing on its exhibitions of cultural history, cultural anthropology, and folk life, he
places the Smithsonian within the larger context of Cold War America and the social movements of the
1960s, '70s, and '80s. Organized chronologically, the book uses the lens of the Smithsonian's changing
exhibitions to show how institutional decisions become intertwined with broader public debates about
pluralism, multiculturalism, and decolonization.

Yet if a trend toward more culturally specific museums and exhibitions characterized the postwar history of
the institution, its leaders and curators did not abandon the vision of the universal museum. Instead, Walker
shows, even as the Smithsonian evolved into an extensive complex of museums, galleries, and research
centers, it continued to negotiate the imperatives of cultural convergence as well as divergence, embodying
both a desire to put everything together and a need to take it all apart.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Living Exhibition: The
Smithsonian and the Transformation of the Universal Museum (Public History in Historical Perspective) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Katie Cardiel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this A Living Exhibition: The Smithsonian and the Transformation of the Universal Museum (Public
History in Historical Perspective).

Dale Moore:

The book A Living Exhibition: The Smithsonian and the Transformation of the Universal Museum (Public
History in Historical Perspective) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous
to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this
article book.

Florinda Redfern:

The reason why? Because this A Living Exhibition: The Smithsonian and the Transformation of the
Universal Museum (Public History in Historical Perspective) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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