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Middle Easterners: Sometimes White, Sometimes Not - an article by John Tehranian

The Middle Eastern question lies at the heart of the most pressing issues of our time: the war in Iraq and on
terrorism, the growing tension between preservation of our national security and protection of our civil
rights, and the debate over immigration, assimilation, and our national identity. Yet paradoxically, little
attention is focused on our domestic Middle Eastern population and its place in American society. Unlike
many other racial minorities in our country, Middle Eastern Americans have faced rising, rather than
diminishing, degrees of discrimination over time; a fact highlighted by recent targeted immigration policies,
racial profiling, a war on terrorism with a decided racialist bent, and growing rates of job discrimination and
hate crime. Oddly enough, however, Middle Eastern Americans are not even considered a minority in
official government data. Instead, they are deemed white by law.

In Whitewashed, John Tehranian combines his own personal experiences as an Iranian American with an
expert’s analysis of current events, legal trends, and critical theory to analyze this bizarre Catch-22 of Middle
Eastern racial classification. He explains how American constructions of Middle Eastern racial identity have
changed over the last two centuries, paying particular attention to the shift in perceptions of the Middle
Easterner from friendly foreigner to enemy alien, a trend accelerated by the tragic events of 9/11. Focusing
on the contemporary immigration debate, the war on terrorism, media portrayals of Middle Easterners, and
the processes of creating racial stereotypes, Tehranian argues that, despite its many successes, the modern
civil rights movement has not done enough to protect the liberties of Middle Eastern Americans.

By following how concepts of whiteness have transformed over time, Whitewashed forces readers to rethink
and question some of their most deeply held assumptions about race in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Audrey Thompson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Whitewashed: America's
Invisible Middle Eastern Minority (Critical America) book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kathryn Richardson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Whitewashed: America's Invisible Middle Eastern
Minority (Critical America) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Whitewashed: America's Invisible Middle Eastern Minority (Critical America) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Anna Vinci:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Whitewashed: America's Invisible Middle Eastern Minority
(Critical America) can make you feel more interested to read.

Vicky Penn:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Whitewashed: America's Invisible Middle Eastern Minority (Critical America) when you needed
it?
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