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What is Property? Or, an Inquiry into the Principle of Right and of Government (French Qu'est-ce que la
propriete? ou Recherche sur le principe du Droit et du Gouvernment) is an influential work of nonfiction on
the concept of property and its relation to anarchist philosophy by the French anarchist and mutualist Pierre-
Joseph Proudhon, first published in 1840.

In the book, Proudhon most famously declared that "property is theft". Proudhon believed that the common
conception of property conflated two distinct components which, once identified, demonstrated the
difference between property used to further tyranny and property used to protect liberty. He argued that the
result of an individual's labor which is currently occupied or used is a legitimate form of property. Thus, he
opposed unused land being regarded as property, believing that land can only be rightfully possessed by use
or occupation (which he called "possession"). As an extension of his belief that legitimate property
(possession) was the result of labor and occupation, he argued against such institutions as interest on loans
and rent.

Some contemporary anarchists use the terms personal property (or possessive property) and private property
to signify the distinctions Proudhon put forth in regard to ownership of the produce of labor and ownership
of land. In this sense, private property would refer to claimed ownership of unused land or goods, and
personal property would refer to produce of labor currently in use. This differentiation is an important
component in anarchist critique of capitalism. (Quote from wikipedia.org)

About the Author

Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (15 January 1809 - 19 January 1865) was a French mutualist political philosopher of
the socialist tradition. He was the first individ
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

With other case, little individuals like to read book What is Property?: An Inquiry into the Principle of Right
and of Government (Forgotten Books). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important any book What is Property?: An Inquiry into the Principle of
Right and of Government (Forgotten Books). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Drew Poland:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this What is Property?:
An Inquiry into the Principle of Right and of Government (Forgotten Books).

Mary Patterson:

The e-book with title What is Property?: An Inquiry into the Principle of Right and of Government
(Forgotten Books) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Jerry Bell:

You may get this What is Property?: An Inquiry into the Principle of Right and of Government (Forgotten
Books) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written
or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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