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It is a commonly held belief that medieval Catholics were focussed on the 'bells and whistles' of religious
practices, the smoke, images, sights and sounds that dazzled pre-modern churchgoers. Protestantism, in
contrast, has been cast as Catholicism's austere, intellective and less sensual rival sibling. With iis white-
washed walls, lack of incense (and often music) Protestantism worship emphasised preaching and scripture,
making the new religion a drab and disengaged sensual experience. In order to challenge such entrenched
assumptions, this book examines Tudor views on the senses to create a new lens through which to explore
the English Reformation. Divided into two sections, the book begins with an examination of pre-
Reformation beliefs and practices, establishing intellectual views on the senses in fifteenth-century England,
and situating them within their contemporary philosophical and cultural tensions. Having established the
parameters for the role of sense before the Reformation, the second half of the book mirrors these concerns
in the post-1520 world, looking at how, and to what degree, the relationship between religious practices and
sensation changed as a result of the Reformation. By taking this long-term, binary approach, the study is able
to tackle fundamental questions regarding the role of the senses in late-medieval and early modern English
Christianity. By looking at what English men and women thought about sight, hearing, smell, taste and
touch, the stereotype that Protestantism was not sensual, and that Catholicism was overly sensualised is
wholly undermined. Through this examination of how worship was transformed in its textual and liturgical
forms, the book illustrates how English religion sought to reflect changing ideas surrounding the senses and
their place in religious life. Worship had to be 'sensible', and following how reformers and their opponents
built liturgy around experience of the sacred through the physical allows us to tease out the tensions and
pressures which shaped religious reform.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Senses and the English Reformation (St
Andrews Studies in Reformation History) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sheryl Hicks:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Senses and the
English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews
Studies in Reformation History)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Tracy Painter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History), you can
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Michael Jones:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews
Studies in Reformation History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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