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In 1905 President Teddy Roosevelt dispatched Secretary of War William Howard Taft on the largest U.S.
diplomatic mission in history to Hawaii, Japan, the Philippines, China, and Korea. Roosevelt's glamorous
twenty-one year old daughter Alice served as mistress of the cruise, which included senators and
congressmen. On this trip, Taft concluded secret agreements in Roosevelt's name. In 2005, a century later,
James Bradley traveled in the wake of Roosevelt's mission and discovered what had transpired in Honolulu,
Tokyo, Manila, Beijing and Seoul. In 1905, Roosevelt was bully-confident and made secret agreements that
he though would secure America's westward push into the Pacific. Instead, he lit the long fuse on the Asian
firecrackers that would singe America's hands for a century. Bradley's first books, Flags of Our Fathers
(2000) and Flyboys (2003), were sensationally popular World War II combat stories. His new one, about
U.S.-Japanese diplomacy in 1905, represents a departure. Asserting a causal connection between diplomatic
understandings reached then and war 36 years later, Bradley dramatizes his case with a delegation Theodore
Roosevelt dispatched to Japan in the summer of 1905. Led by Secretary of War William Taft and
ornamented by the president's quotable daughter Alice, it sailed while TR hosted the peace conference
between victorious Japan and defeated Russia. As he recounts the itinerary of Taft's cruise, Bradley discusses
attitudes of social Darwinism and white superiority that were then prevalent and expressed by TR and Taft.
They modified their instincts, Bradley argues, in dealing with nonwhite Japan, and secretly conceded it
possession of Korea. This is what Bradley asserts was a prerequisite to Pearl Harbor in 1941, a dubious
thesis when the tensions of the 1930s stemmed from general Japanese aggressiveness, not its control of
Korea per se. Bradley does fine on 1905 but falters when predicting the future. --Gilbert Taylor
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that The Imperial Cruise byBradley to read.

Fidel Auxier:

Why? Because this The Imperial Cruise byBradley is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lori Barnes:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Imperial Cruise byBradley can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Gary Games:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Imperial Cruise byBradley can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Imperial Cruise byBradley.
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