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What if there had been no World War I or no Russian Revolution? What if Napoleon had won at Waterloo in
1815, or if Martin Luther had not nailed his complaints to the church door at Wittenberg in 1517, or if the
South had won the American Civil War? The questioning of apparent certainties or "known knowns" can be
fascinating and, indeed, "What if?" books are very popular. However, this speculative approach, known as
counterfactualism, has had limited impact in academic histories, historiography, and the teaching of
historical methods. In this book, Jeremy Black offers a short guide to the subject, one that is designed to
argue its value as a tool for public and academe alike. Black focuses on the role of counterfactualism in
demonstrating the part of contingency, and thus human agency, in history, and the salutary critique the
approach offers to determinist accounts of past, present, and future.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Gorski:

Within other case, little people like to read book Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lorene Lord:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Other Pasts, Different Presents,
Alternative Futures is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Barbara Rubio:

Typically the book Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Tanya Wilson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures when you desired it?
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