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What role does ritual play in the everyday lives of modern Africans? How are so-called "traditional"
cultural forms deployed by people seeking empowerment in a world where "modernity" has failed to deliver
on its promises?

Some of the essays in Modernity and Its Malcontents address familiar anthropological issues—like
witchcraft, myth, and the politics of reproduction—but treat them in fresh ways, situating them amidst the
polyphonies of contemporary Africa. Others explore distinctly nontraditional subjects—among them the
Nigerian popular press and soul-eating in Niger—in such a way as to confront the conceptual limits of
Western social science. Together they demonstrate how ritual may be powerfuly mobilized in the making of
history, present, and future.

Addressing challenges posed by contemporary African realities, the authors subject such concepts as
modernity, ritual, power, and history to renewed critical scrutiny. Writing about a variety of phenomena,
they are united by a wish to preserve the diversity and historical specificity of local signs and practices,
voices and perspectives. Their work makes a substantial and original contribution toward the historical
anthropology of Africa.

The contributors, all from the Africanist circle at the University of Chicago, are Adeline Masquelier,
Deborah Kaspin, J. Lorand Matory, Ralph A. Austen, Andrew Apter, Misty L. Bastian, Mark Auslander, and
Pamela G. Schmoll.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Scuderi:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial
Africa is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Jere Araujo:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa, you could tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Stephen Mosley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Irene Hoyt:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa when
you desired it?
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