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Mussolini's march on Rome; Hitler's speeches before waves of goose-stepping storm troopers; the horrors of
the Holocaust; burning crosses and neo-Nazi skinhead hooligans. Few words are as evocative, and even
fewer ideologies as pernicious, as fascism. And yet, the world continues to witness the success of political
parties in countries such as Italy, France, Austria, Russia, and elsewhere resembling in various ways
historical fascism. Why, despite its past, are people still attracted to fascism? Will it ever again be a major
political force in the world? Where in the world is it most likely to erupt next?
In Fascism: Past, Present, and Future, renowned historian Walter Laqueur illuminates the fascist
phenomenon, from the emergence of Hitler and Mussolini, to Vladimir Zhirinovsky and his cohorts, to
fascism's not so distant future. Laqueur describes how fascism's early achievements--the rise of Germany and
Italy as leading powers in Europe, a reputation for being concerned about the fate of common people, the
creation of more leisure for workers--won many converts. But what successes early fascist parties can claim,
Laqueur points out, are certainly overwhelmed by its disasters: Hitler may have built the Autobahnen, but he
also launched the war that destroyed them. Nevertheless, despite the Axis defeat, fascism was not forgotten:
Laqueur tellingly uncovers contemporary adaptations of fascist tactics and strategies in the French ultra-
nationalist Le Pen, the rise of skinheads and right-wing extremism, and Holocaust denial. He shows how
single issues--such as immigrants and, more remarkably, the environment--have proven fruitful rallying
points for neo-fascist protest movements. But he also reveals that European fascism has failed to attract
broad and sustained support. Indeed, while skinhead bands like the "Klansman" and magazines such as
"Zyklon B" grab headlines, fascism bereft of military force and war is at most fascism on the defense,
promising to save Europe from an invasion of foreigners without offering a concrete future. Laqueur warns,
however, that an increase in "clerical" fascism--such as the confluence of fascism and radical, Islamic
fundamentalism--may come to dominate in parts of the Middle East and North Africa. The reason has little
to do with religion: "Underneath the 'Holy Rage' is frustration and old-fashioned class struggle." Fascism
was always a movement of protest and discontent, and there is in the contemporary world a great reservoir of
protest. Among the likely candidates, Laqueur singles out certain parts of Eastern Europe and the Third
World.
In carefully plotting fascism's past, present, and future, Walter Laqueur offers a riveting, if sometimes
disturbing, account of one of the twentieth century's most baneful political ideas, in a book that is both a
masterly survey of the roots, the ideas, and the practices of fascism and an assessment of its prospects in the
contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

The book Fascism: Past, Present, Future gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Fascism: Past, Present, Future for
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
a reserve Fascism: Past, Present, Future. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Whitney Mallard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Fascism: Past, Present, Future book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Coleen Isabel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Fascism: Past, Present, Future can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Bernard Taylor:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you is Fascism: Past, Present, Future this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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